
SANFORD PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
MEETING – October 18, 2017 – 6:30 P.M. 
City Hall Annex Third Floor Chambers 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Lenny Horr, Chair 
 John McAdam, Vice Chair 
 Sarah Littlefield 
 Jennifer Georgius 
 Jace Clarke 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Dianne Connolly (w/notice) 
 Edward Cormier, Secretary (w/notice) 
  
STAFF PRESENT: Elizabeth Della Valle, AICP, Director of Planning & Development 
  
STAFF ABSENT: Michael Casserly, Asst. City Engineer (w/notice) 
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Horr called the meeting to order at 6:37 PM. (Recording started late) 
 

II. OPENING STATEMENT 
 

III. MINUTES – August 2, 2017 (reconsideration), September 20, 2017, January 1, 2017 
 
(This section used notes taken at the meeting as the recording started late.) 
 
August 2, 2017 (reconsideration) 
Board member Georgius made a motion to reconsider the minutes as originally written. 
 
Chair Horr seconded the motion to reconsider. 
 
At the October 4, 2017 meeting, the Board voted to approve the August 2, 2017 minutes 
with the amendment of changing the adjournment time for the meeting. The adjournment 
time was written correctly on the original minutes. 
 
Chair Horr made a motion to approve the August 2, 2017 minutes as originally written. 
 
Board member Georgius seconded the motion. 
 
A vote was taken and the motion passed 4-0 (Board member Clarke was not a member of 
the Board at this time). 
 
September 20, 2017 
Chair Horr made a motion to accept the minutes as written. 
 
Board member Georgius seconded the motion. 
 
A vote was taken and the motion passed 4-0-1 (Board member Littlefield abstained from 
the vote). 
 
January 1, 2017 
This set of minutes was not available. 
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IV. HEARINGS and BUSINESS 

 
A. PUBLIC HEARINGS & BUSINESS: 
 

i. Old Business: File #999-17-T(2): Proposed changes to sign regulations 
contained in Chapter 280: Zoning. 
 

 (Discussion on this item was already in progress due to the recording starting late.) 
 
Board member Littlefield didn’t feel it should be left up to Codes regarding specific 
measurements of signs. 
 
Board member Clarke would like to defer to the City Council because they would 
be the ones authorizing the purchase of an expensive piece of equipment to 
measure brightness of signs. He also did not like leaving the ordinance wording 
vague and did not like leaving the determination up to Codes. 
 
Board member Georgius felt that the term nuisance is subjective, and felt that 
businesses not having a measurable number for brightness for their signs would 
also be subjective. 
 
Planner Della Valle said the candela standard for the moveable and changeable 
signs remained. She then identified the places in the ordinance where the standard 
is not precise. 
 
Discussion took place on writing standards that are both fair to businesses and 
helpful to the city employees that need to enforce the ordinance. 
 
The Board was in consensus that they were not comfortable forwarding the 
proposed sign ordinance due to the feedback from the public. They also felt they 
were not knowledgeable enough on the topic of sign brightness at this time to 
provide better standards for the ordinance. 
 
The Board then discussed proposed changes in the standards that were not clearly 
defined to forward to the city council. 
 
Planner Della Valle went over her report to see if the Board wanted to make 
changes to forward to the city council. 
 
Chair Horr called for a motion. 
 
Planner Della Valle read a proposed motion: the Planning Board recommend 
approval to the city council based on changes discussed at the meeting and 
included in annotated version of 10/18/2017 Draft. 
 
Vice Chair McAdam made a motion to approve the proposed motion as read by 
Planner Della Valle. 
 
Board member Littlefield seconded the motion. 
 
A vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 
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1. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
a. Planner Della Valle stated she is making progress on her backlog of projects 
b. Informed the Board of the public announcement made about the new nursing home 

on the Goodall campus 
c. Upcoming projects: 

i. T&D Wood Pellets 
ii. Approved projects that are finalizing their conditions of approval 

d. Planning Department’s move 
e. Discussion with Patsy April about the potential for future development on the 

Goodall campus 
 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Chair Horr announced there was going to be a pedestrian safety forum held in the City Hall 
Chambers tomorrow (Thursday, October 19) night. 
 

VII. ADJOURN 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:23 P.M. and went into work session. 


